LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
that you may confer with the Board of Works and take
proper measures as may be most convenient for removing the
said books and papers in such manner as may be most con-
venient to the execution of the business of the office.
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient humble servant
A. Marsden.
To The Register of Deeds and Conveyances,
or his Deputy.
Ely Place,
23rd Nov. 1805.
My dear Lord,
Your Excellency's letter of the 2ist found me in a situation
which made an immediate answer a task I was by no means
able to undertake. I am now tolerably free from pain, if I
remain quiet, but every degree of exertion is more or less
inconvenient to me.
I am much obliged to your Excellency for your condescend-
ing attention to the unfortunate misunderstanding respecting
the buildings designed for the Four Courts. It has had an
effect on the minds of others which I hope will remove all
difficulties. The haughty tone assumed whilst the removal
of the Register office for Deeds, and the occupation of the
building for the use of that office, were considered as from the
immediate orders of your Excellency, is entirely dropped; and
I believe that the building will be found sufficient to accom-
modate the Courts and at the same time to afford a repository
for the register for the space of 40 years to come. After that
period some additional building may be necessary if the
underground apartments cannot be made useful, which I fear
would exceed the expense of a new building. In the last year
of Lord Clare's life, I am sorry to say the melancholy proofs
have occurred to me that he was no longer the Earl of Clare of
the former period; but my conversations with Mr. Gandon
and Mr. Marsden on my coming to Ireland, and since with
Mr. Woodgate and Mr. Marsden, do not lead me to think that
anything that passed between him and Mr. Abbot [word
illegible] what was attempted.
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